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Art Silicon Valley/San Francisco

A buyer’s market

IT IS PERHAPS surprising, given the new wealth and creative reputation of the region,
that the Art Silicon Valley/San Francisco (Art SV/SF) was unveiled only this year. For the
past 25 years Art Miami has been one of the central events of the Miami art scene; now
would-be collectors on the West Coast will have something comparable. Nick Korniloff,
the director of Art Miami who spearheaded similarly successful offshoots including the
Downtown Fair in New York City and Art Southampton, brought the quietly authoritative
fair to Northern California last weekend. At the inaugural event work from over 750 artists
from 42 countries was on display.

Here is Prospero’s selection of the five most eye-catching pieces at Art SV/SF.
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When celebrated street artist Banksy took up
a month-long residency in New York City in
autumn 2013, every stencil and sculpture that
appeared set off a feeding frenzy. A sphinx he
placed in Queens was one of the few
installations left on public property and so
endured a few awkward standoffs before
making it to the market. “Everything but the
kitchen Sphinx," Banksy cheekily wrote of the piece on his blog. "A 1/36 scale replica of the
great Sphinx of Giza made from smashed cinderblocks. You're advised not to drink the replica
Arab spring water.” The water at Art SV/SF however was, apparently, perfectly suitable. The
Kezsler Gallery’s showcase also included work from the anonymous Swedish artist known only
as Herr Nilsson, who paints Disney princesses wielding weapons, and Russell Young, the pop-
artist, director and photographer who is perhaps best known for photographing Steven
Patrick Morrissey, George Michael and Bruce Springsteen.
 

Art to-go 

Videos depicting the rhythmic bustlings of
doorways, turnstiles and escalators lulled
more than a few viewers into a trance-like
state in one tented corner of the Cynthia
Reeves showcase, where Anita Glesta
situated her 2014 work, “Spin". This is a site-
specific installation, which can take on variable
dimensions depending on its current location.
Glesta’s pieces have already enjoyed a wide audience; her piece, “Cycle Interrupted”, which
explored the life cycles of humans and the global climate, was previously installed at the COP15
climate change summit in Copenhagen in 2009.
 

Judged by its contents 

The work of Peter Sarkisian, a multimedia and
video artist based in Santa Fe, was clearly
seen as a highlight of Art SV/SF. “Robot”,
(2013) a steel and aluminium, 3D-printed robot
that displays a film on its belly, was featured
on the the fair's website. But equally if not
more striking is “Book” (2011), which features
a dictionary lying open while a video is
projected onto its pages. In the video, Mr Sarkisian crawls around on his hands and knees
wielding a black marker, scratching out words that he deems redundant or antiquated and
making a series of scathing comments. At one point, he slips and falls into the crack along the
book’s spine, disappeared and rendered useless himself. A few seconds later however, he
crawls back onto the pages to continue his task. His intentions remain unclear. Is he trying to
update or perfect language? Is he trying to tell us that attempts to contain and catalogue—
particularly in print, a medium that is itself under threat—are doomed to failure or irrelevance?
Or is his message about the nature of editing and imposing individual perspectives onto the
work of others?
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