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Two of the Skin City's contributing
artists, Nick Bubash and John Wyatt,

Artwork from Don Ed
Hardy's Eyecon series,
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SKIN CITY—

THE ART OF THE TATTOO

BY MATTY JANKOWSKI WITH PHOTOGRAPHS BY IOHN WYATT

rom its humble beginnings alongside a

collection of folk art and oddities in a

MNew York City brownstone to tattoo flash

hanging on gallery walls in prestigious
galleries the world over, it is only recantly, perhaps
within the last ten years, that
skin art has become recog-
nized as fine art. The latest
example of this growth, this
transformation, if you will,
was the October 2007
exhibit at The Arts Center in
S5t.  Petersburg, Florida.
Dedicated to promoting the
arts and en.’ichmg the com-
munity for over forty years, this forwardlooking
institution recently presented a somewhat uncon-
ventional vision, when compared to previous exhi-
bitions on the topic. In the past, most shows of tat-
too art featured colorful collections of flash art,

L]

: b
Outside The Arts Ceniter B e
in 5t. Patersburg, Florida.

paintings of different kinds and various anthropo
logical artifacts. Entitled Skin City—The Art of the
Tattoo, this refreshing collection broke fresh
ground by featuring, among other displays, mas-
sive 3D sculptures and expansive, site-specific,
environmental artworks
in wood, ceramics and
nan-traditional  mixed
media. The theme was
further expanded with
renderings  in  oils,
prints, a hand-painted
book comprised of
ninety original works of
art four feet tall and
spanning sixteen feet, plus photo essays paired
with intimate statements by heavily tattoced indi
viduals reflecting on the place body art has filled
in their lives, it was almost surreal o drink in the
tattoo experience on such a totally new level,
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SKIN CITY—THE ART OF THE TATTOO

In resp to the gallery world's it trend toward art of the
graffiti, hip ho rtoons, &

il

to the world of tattoo. Included w
. Domin
has been

salf, Don Ed Hardy. F
ors and interpreters were Thom de
Taylor. It | n interactive
nd backgrounds.

vision which was elegantly enhan
here of a daring and suppo
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Head #1,000 by
D. Dominick
Lombardi.

n my opinion, this show (taking my photographs out of
the mix) was one of the most evolved of all the shows
that I've seen that are tattoo related. | was particularly
impressed with Susan Moore’s eighty-four by eighty-four
inch painting “Ellen and Kaz.” And, although they are friends,
and it is hard to be objective, Nick Bubash and Thom deVita
are continually generating art that is better than what | am
séeing in the Chelsea galleries. It might be interesting, too,
for some of the readers to understand that there Is an inter-
est in tattooing outside the tattoo community, besides just
the commercial aspects. It is also Important to note that seri-
ous artists who are not from the tattoo world are likewise
doing interesting work. Please take a look at The Arts
Center's site at www.theartscenter.org, | am certain it will
serve as an inspiration to artists everywhere.
—Jtohn Wyatt

Photographs of Steed Taylor's Tattoo Road work. Susan Moore's painting “Ellen and Kaz.”
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SKIN CITY—THE ART OF THE TATTOO

Paintings by Susan Jamison.

ARTIST CONTACTS
NICK BUBASH JOHN WYATT
x.bushmanl@verizon.net wyattphotol@verizon.net
D. DOMINICK LOMBARDI THOM DEVITA
hittpowww.ddlombardl.com,/  Via Scott Harrison at
www.headbandbrothers@hotmall

SUSAN JAMISON

sjamisongallery@yahoo.com/ ED HARDY

www.susanjamison.com Via David Salgado at Trillium Graphlcs
david@trilliumgraphics.com.

SUSAN MOORE
msusan@temple.edu/ STEED TAYLOR
WWW.SUSAN-MOOre. com www.fadingad.com

Lithographs from Thom deVita's box set.
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