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STORIES FROM HOME

ew York's Taymour Grahne Gal-
lery is pleased po announce Gua-
vas and Ferns, an exhibition of
new paintings by Brooklyn-based
artist Maia Cruz Palileo, The paintings in this
exhibition draw inspiration from a recent wrip
thar Palileo took to the Philippines to visit
with elders from a dying generation and 1o see
her parents’ childhood homes. As a child of
immigrants, Palileo’s concepr of home devel-
oped rwo-fold: Chicago, where she was born

and raised, and &ack feme, referring ro Manila,

her parents” homeland.

Her picrure of back fiome was an impro-
vised conglomeration of all the stories she had
heard growing up. American army soldiers
gave schoolchildren highly desired American
candy. Saints could help you find lost items
or pets. Dead relarives returned as spirits to
escort the dying home. Grandma escaped lust-
ful Japanese soldiers during the war by yelling
“malaria!” Teenage boys serenaded their crush-
es through windows made of capiz shells. And
the handsome Palileo Brothers were known as
the best dancers in town. Neighbors congre-
pated at barrip festas, picnicked near rivers,
tended coconur plantations and planted rice.
Girandma and grear grandma spent summers
in the mountains and gathered sweer potatoes,
peanus, guavas and ferns,

Similar to the way her idea of home was
cultivated by words from her nostalgic rela-
tives' stories, Palileo’s paintings are improvised
narratives based on various sources: phoros
from her recent Philippine trip, her facher’s
slides fram the 70s when they emigrated o
America, pictures from her adolescence in the

90 in the Midwest, and her late mother’s fam-

ily album from the 40s 1o GOs.

Figures in the paintings sit in front of
homes, patios, fields, dining rables, and gar-
dens. They are people from her life - friends
from adolescence, uncles, aums, brothers,
cousins, and grandparents — along with strang-
ers from old family photographs. Teenagers
are depicted against vast skies of the American
Midwest, while elders and partygoers populare
hybrid spaces laced with dense foliage.

The paintings in this exhibition en-
compass generations of her family’s hiscory.
Yourhs and elders may not share a language
or landscape, bur in Palileo’s world, they are
crystallized in paint, their gazes fixed, perhaps

dallery.

WHERE THE HEART I5.

(AT LEFT) "Uncles Drinking Beer 1T 2013, 24 x 36 inches,
oll on canvas, (BOTTOM, FROM LEFT}“The Obd TablbeS
2014, 32 x 24 inches, oil on canvas; “The Blind Farm
Dog’ 2014, 48 x 36 inches, oll on canvas,

The paintings of Brooklyn-
based artist Maia Cruz
Palileo are improvised

narratives rooted in
nostalgic relatives’ stories
and the idea of home.

not at the viewer, bur ar one anather in silen
recognition and longing.

Palileo is a recipient of the Rema Hort
Mann Foundation Emerging Artist Granr,
Joan Mirchell Foundation MEA Award, and
Astraea Visual Aris Fund Award. She received
an MFA in sculprure from Brooklyn College,
City University of New York, and BA in Stu-
die Arr ar Mounr Holyoke College.

Muia Cruz Palifeo: Greavas and Ferns is on view
Sfrom April 16 to May 20, 2015 ar the Taymour
Crahne Gallery, 157 Hudson Streer, New York,
New Yark,
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