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From

Glitter
"To Grit

By STEPHEN MAINE

Acompact, live-wire show

now on view at Thrust Proj-
ects, on the Lower East Side,
gathers one canvas apiece by
eight painters, all women, who
have developed a distinct ap-
proach to abstraction. The exhi-
bition is curated by gallery regu-
lar Elizabeth Cooper. Contrary
to the slightly hyperbolic press
release, the work doesn’t really
“break through the boundaries
of abstraction” so much as find
an idiosyncratic place of its own
within abstraction’s extraordi-
narily diverse landscape. The
best works in the show are tough,
a bit nasty, and happen also to be
the five largest.

FREEZE FRAME
Thrust Projects

Carrie Moyer contributes “Three
Queens,” inwhich networks of sin-
uous white lines play off slithering
pools inyellow and arange of grays
and greens. With its repertoire of
vaguely anatomical shapes, the
painting marries flat, frontal space
with the suggestion of volume and
its accompanying sculptural solid-
ity. The addition of glitter only
adds to the work’s emotional reso-
nance by contaminating its sleek,
refined contours with a cheap and
cheesy vernacular. Two totemic
presences loom against a cool gray
ground; is the third queen the
space between?

Anatomical references appear
also in Joyce Kim’s achromatic

painting, “The Samurai Lesson.”
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Elizabeth Cooper, ‘Untitled’ (2007).
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