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Truth Bewildering to Some, New.  Men who have lived in rradirional
not thank you for a new truth. It dazes and confounds their

. which is unsuited to its reception. Their bewilderment ar the
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Anger, The Usesof. It might ar first appear well for mankind if the bee
were without its sting; but upon recollection it will be found that the lirde
animal would then have too many rivals in sharing its labors. A hundred
other lazy animals, fond of honey and hating labor, would intrude upon the
sweets of the hive, and the treasure would be carried off for want of armed
guardians to protect it. And it might at first appear well for mankind if the
principle of anger was not a part of our constitution, But then we should be
overrun with rogues. The presence of anger, always ready to start forth when
an injury is done or intended, has l]!: effect of suppressing much gross

bl The sting of noble anger applied to
a d.nuxd who has bullied lhe nrlk or injured the unoffending has a most
salutary influence in restraining him for the future, and in warning his
fraterniry of the like punishment which is all ready for them. Bur man shoulc
control his anger as the bee does her sting. Tt is not 1o be perpetually
projected on every possible occasion, but to be used only when impertinence,
laziness, injustice, or fraud requires.




Ancestry, Reliance on.  There are persons who seem to have n

¢ the fact that they had noble ancestry,
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Economy that is Loathsome. Like all repiles, the toad changes his skin,
but the cast envelape is never found, although those of the serpents are
common enough. The reason why it is not found is this: the toad is an
economical animal, and does not choose that so much substance should be

wasted. So after the skin has been entirely thrown off, the toad rakes its old
coat in its two fore paws, and dexterously rolls it, and pars ir, and wists i,
until the coat has been formed into a ball. It is then taken between the paws,
pushed into the mouth, and swallowed ar a gulp like a big pill.
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Rule without an Exception, No. It seems the rule among all creatures to
desire above all things to preserve their bodies intact and unhure. Yer there is
an exception to this rule. The brictle starfishes have a habir of breaking
themselves into picces whenever they are alarmed. It appears almost strange

thiar such a creature should experience a feeling of alarm, or indeed any
mental emotion whatever, Yet the brirte starfishes are peculiary timid, and
have some instinctive way of detecting danger. One would think thar
hewever the danger migh be dreaded, it could do no worse than beat the
starfish o pieces, and yet the crearure adopts this singular mode of escaping
from his enemics.




Parasites, The Uncertain Pleasures of. Parasites who expect any
consideration ar the hands of their patron are frequently deluded. The
patron trears them in the spirit in which the fox treats fleas. When the fox
is troubled with flcas, he will go into the water, at first to a small depeh, the
weater rising very little above the bottom of his belly; the fleas, to avoid the
water, will creep up toward the top of his back. Gradually he will go deeper
and deeper, till the fleas actually gather upon his back, when he will sink his
hinder parts, gently and by degrees, below the surface of the water, till the
fleas are driven forward, and he will at length merge every part of his body.
in the same quier way, beneath the watcr, except his nose, on which the fleas
will congregate as on an island. At last he will sink his nose also and
withdraw, leaving the parasites to be drowned.




Drones, Nature's Sentence upon. Tt will be profitable to idle people 1o
observe the arrangement wherehy Nature condemns the drones to death in
the bee community. No sooner is the business of swarming ended, and the
worker-bees satisfied there will be no lack of fertile queens, when issues the
terrible edict for the massacre of the drones. Poor fellows! 1t is to be hoped
they comfort themselves with the reflection that their fare is an everlasting
homily, presented by Marure in dogmatical but most effective fashion, of the
uselessness of all who labor not for their living. If one must die for the good
of anc’s kind, by all means let it be as a martyr. Poor fellows! How they

dart in and out, up and down, the hive, in vain hope of escape! The workers
are inexorable. Huber tells us that the latter plane their stings so decply - for
the most part between the segments of the abdomen thar they cannot
extricate themselves without turning as upon a pivot. The cruclty apparent
in the fierceness of the attack is perhaps only a kindness, for the wound is
immediately fatal; the drones expand their wings and dic.
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Tortuousness the Habit of the Weak. With its large and | ngs, the
butterfly can fly for a long time. But it never flies in a straight line. The line
it takes is compaosed of an infinity of zigeags, going up and down, and from
right to left. Thus it is saved from the bird which pursues it, whose fight is
far more rapid; for the butterfly is always higher or lower than the place o
which the bird flics, expecring to carch it. Its tortuousness is not only
defense, but its habit, So it usually is with weak natures. There are weal
minded people who never go straight. The butterfly goes zigrag even
although no enemy is near; and these human flutters persist in crooked paths
even when there is nothing to fear from going straight. By the habir of their
weak narures they habitually shuffle and equivocate. You may as reasonably
expect a butterfly to fly in a line like a crow, as expect this sort of people to
abandon their tortuous courses,




I-\-\I Thing, The Terrific Force of an. The lance-headed viper, or
epduclis (Bothrops Lemcealatus) , is most common in the West Indian Islands,
s justly dreaded. It has been computed o nigue fifty
persons out of a population of one hundred and twenty-five thousand souls
i annually from the bite of these odious reptiles. Their fecundity is
very female bears sixty young, which on their very advent into
the world are completely formed and able to wound, This viper, unlike the

rartlesnake, carrie arning rattle; nothing indicates its presence.
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Life, The Tenacity of. The vitality of the large-bodied moths is quire
astonishing. You may even stamp upon them and yet not crush the |
of that frail casker. IF ve the life out of one half of the creature,

it only seems to take re , and then retains a more powerful

hold. So unless the entire mechanism of the insect be killed, the poor
ereature may live on for days in pain.




Impertinence, The Model of. The sparrows arc a tame, troublesome,

and impertinent generation, and nestle just where you don't want them - they
stop up your stoves and water-pipes with their rubbish, and build in the
windows and under the beams of the roof, and would stuff your hat full of

stubble in half a day if they found it hanging in a place to suit them. They

are extremely pertinacious in asserting their right of possession, and have
not the least reverence for any place or thing.




Hideous Implies the Dangerous, The. There is a close connection
berween ugliness and vice. Among human beings a hideous expression of
face usually implics a wicked person, excepting, of course, in cases where it is
accounted for by illness or accident. There are men whose badness is wrirten
in repulsive ch upen their lexions, so that any observer may

avoid them. Not only so. It curiously happens that in some of the creatures
whase rage is likely to be fatal o man, there should be something in the

physiognomy which puts him on his guard. It is so in regard to sharks; itis
so in the files; it is so p i

y in the serpents, There
is in most of these an expression of malignity which well indicares their
deadly character. Their flartened head, more or less widened behind, so as
to approach a triangular figure, their wide gape, and the cleft tongue ever
darting to and fro; and above all, the sinister expression of the glaring,
lidless eye, with its linear pupil, are sufficent to cause the observer to retreat
with shuddering precipitancy. Darwin, speaking of a sore of viper which he
found at Bahia Blanca, says: "The expression of this snake's face was hideous
and fieree; the pupil consisted of a vertical slit in a mottled and coppery iris;
the jaws were broad at the base, and the nose terminated in a triangular
projection. | do not think I ever saw anything so ugly, excepting, perhaps,
some of the vampire bars.”
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Error, The Recuperative Power of. Error is a worm which it is difficulc
to destroy. [t possesses a power of wriggling away from its assailants and
recuperating its existence even when, to all appearances, it has been
annihilated. Its vitality resembles that of the earthworm which we often see

an object of contention berween two birds, neither of which is willing to part
with it. In the contest the worm is frequently divided into three parts,

cach of the birds flying away with a portion, and leaving the center part of the
animal behind, which, if the situation where it is left be favorable, begins in

a few days 1o repair its loss, and in a short time restores its deficient parts and
resumes activity. In like manner an error often revives after triumphant
controversialses have departed in complacency, rejoicing in their spoils.




Disappointment, The lnfluence of.  After many disappointments we
cannor do our work well. We are disheartened. The poetry of life has

departed, with the loss of our hopes was the loss of our love. The bird whose
nest has been robbed several times builds up her last in a very slovenly
manner. And we act much as that bird does, if, after repeated failures, we
again attempt our disappointing rask ar all.




Brigh in Combination with Impurity. The illuminating power of
phosphorus appears due to an extremely slow chemical reaction, and it is
affirmed thar ble and animal sub may grow phosphorescent at

a certain stage of decomposition, or even without any appearance of
putrefaction. Accredited authorities cite a host of examples of fresh or stale
meats which have been seen to shine during the night with a more or less vivid
clearness. Fish, and especially salowarer fish, when no longer fresh, acquire a
phospherescence which brightens during the first period of purrcfaction.
Leave for two or three days dead salowater fish in non-luminous seawarter:

at the end of that time the water will be covered with a thin pellicle of farry
matter, and will soon become phosphorescent. Bur it is not only in material
nature that we thus find brightness in combination with impurity. Genius
itself has been found shining amid moral purrcfaction. When so found its
light is cphemeral and phosphorescent, but when allied ro moral goodness its
blaze is like the sun.
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Cast Down, but not Destroyed.  The hawk's-bill turtle is the animal which
furnishes the valuable "tortoise-shell” of commerce, and is therefore a

creature of great importance, The scales of the back are thirteen in number,
and as they overlap cach other for abour onc third of their length, they arc
larger than in any other species where the edges only meet. In this species,
too, the scales are thicker, stronger, and more beautifully clouded than in any
other turte. The removal of the plares is a very cruel process, the poor wrtles

being exposed to a strong bear which causes the plates to come casily off the
back. In many cases the natives are very rough in their mode of conducting
this process, and ger the plates away by lighting a fire on the back of the
animal. This mode of management, however, is injurious to the quality of
the tortoise-shell. After the plates have been removed, the turtle is permitted
1o go free, as its flesh is not caten, and after a time nished with a
second set of plares. These, however, are of inferior quality, and not so thick
as the first set.




Name Adheres, Though Undeserved, a Bad. sive 2 man a bad name,
and no one credits him with the many good things he does. Give an animal

a bad name, and people omit to notice whether it be appropriate and just.

The ass is always estecemed as the stupidest of animals, yet if one be shut up
in the same enclosure with half a dozen horses of the finest blood, and the
party escape, it is infallibly the poor donkey that has led the way. It is he
alone thar penetrares the secret of the bolr and larch, and he may be often
seen snuffing over a piece of work to which all other animals are incompetent.
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The Truth about the Snake who ate the Bird
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